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tor extrinsic to consciousness.1 We have here the case mentioned above, where the eye, held externally at rest, becomes aware of a displacement in the direction of its tendency to motion. But what before appeared as a paradoxical exception is now a natural result of the adaptation of the organism, by which the animal perceives the motion of its own body when external objects at rest remain stationary. Analogous adaptive results with which even Purkynje was in part acquainted are met with in the domain of the tactile sense.2
The eyes of an observer watching the water rushing underneath a bridge are impelled without noticeable effort to follow the motion of the flowing water and to adapt themselves to the same. If the observer will now look at the bridge, he will see both the latter and himself moving in a direction opposite to that of the water. Here again the eye which fixates the bridge must be maintained at rest by a willed motional effort made in opposition to its unconsciously acquired motional tendency, and it now sees apparent motions to which no- real motions correspond.
But the same phenomena which appear here paradoxical and singular undoubtedly serve an important function in the case of progressive motion or
1 Analysis of the Sensations.   English. Trans.   Page 71.
2 Purkynje, "Beitrtige zur Kenntniss des Schwindels." Medi-ein. Jahrbucher des dsterreichischen Staates, VI.    Wien, 1820. "Versuche tiber den Schwindel, 10th Bulletin der naturw. Section der schles. Gesellschaft.    Breslau, 1825, s. 25.  English Trans.   Page 59.7.
